First Year Consecration to the  Immaculata

Topic: Annunciation/Mother of God

In Luke Ch 1 we learn that the Angel Gabriel came to Mary and announced God’s plan to her saying: “Hail favored one! The Lord is with you. Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. Behold you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus”.

Mary responded with a question, “How can this be, since I have no relations with a man?” The Angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you, therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God”. Mary said, “Let it be done to me according to your word”.

In this event we can see that God loves us so much that he chose to become one of us. Jesus’ life on earth began in his mother’s womb, nine months before he was born. The Feast of the Annunciation on March 25 is a celebration of the actual Incarnation of Jesus Christ that’s why it is celebrated nine months before Christmas.

Mary has always been called Mother of God. In the year 351 AD, Ephriam the Syrian said, "Though still a virgin she carried a child in her womb, and the handmaid and work of his wisdom became the Mother of God" 
But about Four hundred thirty years after Mary became the Mother of God, some people debated whether or not she should be given that title,  ‘Mother of God’.

 In response, at the Council of Ephesus in 431 AD, the Church taught that since Mary is Jesus’ mother, it must be concluded that she is also the Mother of God: If Mary is the mother of Jesus, and if Jesus is God, then Mary is the Mother of God. She was given the greek title, Theotokos which means God(Theo) -bearer(tokos) or Mother of God.

This is a prayer from Feast of the Annunciation, March 25:

 Almighty Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,You have revealed the beauty of Your power by exalting the lowly virgin of Nazareth
and making her the mother of our Savior.May the prayers of this woman
bring Jesus to the waiting world
and fill the void of incompletion
with the presence of her Child,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. +Amen.

Questions:

1. What was the role of the angel Gabriel? 

2. . What does that teach us about angels? 
3. What did Mary say to the Angel?.

4. What can we learn from the way  Mary responded to the angel’s announcement?

5. Even though Jesus was not visible when he was in Mary’s womb how do we know he has alive?

6. Why do we call Mary “Mother of God’?
7. What does that title say about Jesus?
Activity:

Draw an Annunciation scene, with the Trinity present Father, Son and Holy Spirit as well as Mary and the Angel Gabriel.

Resources: CCC 485-493,508-509,723
